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Candidate Application 2027
This form is for Liberal Democrat Members seeking approval as a candidate for Council Elections in West Berkshire May 2027.
Please complete this form and send to Gillian Durrant
Your Details
	1
	Full Name
	

	2
	Address
	

	3
	Postcode
	

	4
	Telephone Number
	

	5
	Email Address
	

	6
	Date of Birth
	

	7
	Social Media profile addresses Facebook  ‘X’ Instagram   Please be aware that we will review your profile as part of our vetting process
	[bookmark: _GoBack]



Party Membership Details
	8
	Party Membership Number
	

	9
	Party Membership Renewal Date
	

	10
	How long have you been a member of the Liberal Democrats?
	

	11
	What attracted you to the Party?
	

	12
	Have you ever been a member of another political party or political group (give details)?
	

	13
	Offices held (if any) within the Party at all levels, past and present.
	




Being a candidate
	14
	Which council(s) would you like to serve on?
	· West Berkshire District 
· Newbury Town
· Thatcham Town

	15
	Are you interested in representing a particular ward?
	

	16
	Why do you want to be a councillor?
	

	17
	Have been a councillor or stood for another public office before? If yes please give details 
	

	18
	Have you had any campaigning experience?
	

	19
	Will your commitments to work/ family other responsibilities allow you to take part in campaigning and perform your duties as a councillor? 
	

	20
	Are there any adjustments you would need us to make to enable you to be a candidate or a councillor? 
	



Background
	21
	Do you disagree with any Lib Dem policies nationally or locally, and if so, which?
	

	22
	Are there any other matters which might cause political embarrassment?
	







Your skills 
	23
	Are there any subjects in which you have particular knowledge or expertise?
	

	24
	How would you describe your IT skills?
	

	25
	How would you describe your Social Media skills?
	

	26
	How would you describe your communication skills
	

	27
	Are you willing to undertake training to improve your skills?
	



If Elected
	
The Liberal Democrats have group standing orders for council groups. A copy has been supplied with this pack. Liberal Democrats require their District Councillors to contribute 10% of their councillor’s allowance to the party . Councillors are also expected to support their colleagues.
Please confirm 
I have read the standing orders and I accept them, including the clause on supporting the group line ☐
I agree to abide by the councillor contribution policy ☐
(West Berkshire Council only)
I agree to support other Liberal Democrats standing for election ☐




Memorandum of Understanding and Council Declaration
	28
	Have you signed and will you abide by the Candidate Agreement?
(West Berkshire Council only) 
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	29
	Are you eligible to stand? Please check requirements in the appendix.
	☐ Yes
☐ No





I declare that all the answers on this form are correct to the best of my knowledge.
I agree to inform the Local Party Chair, or my Group Leader if there any changes in my circumstances that would affect my candidacy or fitness to be a Liberal Democrat Councillor.
	Signed
	

	Date
	

	Print Name
	



Please note the Panel reserves the right to withdraw approval if your circumstances 
(as described above) change


Appendix  - Qualification to stand for election


If you need help with this section, please ask. It concerns the legal qualifications to stand in a local election. The council area means the area of the council for which you are applying to stand.
Please indicate all that apply:
British citizen  �
Commonwealth citizen	�
Citizen of the Republic of Ireland	�
Citizen of any other European Union member state	�
Please indicate all that apply:
Registered as a local government elector in the council area 	� 
Owner or tenant of land within the council area (for the whole preceding 12 months) 	� Principal or only place of work is in the council area (for the whole preceding 12 months) � Resident within is in the council area (for the whole preceding 12 months)	�
Please confirm you are not barred from standing due to any of these reasons:
Bankruptcy
Anyone who has been adjudged bankrupt or who has made an arrangement with their creditors is disqualified from standing until they are discharged.
Imprisonment
Anyone convicted of a crime within the last five years who has a sentence passed of more than three months is disqualified.
Employees of local councils
Employees cannot stand for election to the council that employs them; nor can employees of other councils who work in a ‘Politically Restricted Post’.
Surcharge
People who have been surcharged by a District Auditor to an amount of more than £500 within 5 years of polling day are disqualified.
Corrupt and illegal practices
People who have been guilty of corrupt or illegal practices under the Representation of the People Act are disqualified from being a candidate.
I confirm I am not barred from standing due to any of these reasons	�
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