Bridgwater Constituency Candidate Compact

Bridgwater Constituency is the only Conservative held Westminster Parliamentary seat in Somerset, the others all having been won by the Liberal Democrats. The seat has been identified as one of the top “Next Wave” seats by Western Counties Executive with the potential for the Liberal Democrats to win and the next or subsequent General Elections. Somerset Council has a majority Liberal Democrat administration with elections in May 2027.

There are three main settlements in the constituency, Bridgwater, Burnham-on-Sea and Highbridge and North Petherton, with a number of villages surrounding Bridgwater included.

Major issues locally are the impact of Hinkley Point C construction on local highways and housing, the development of the biggest Gigafactory in the country at Gravity, historic poor education outcomes and low social mobility and the challenging economic circumstances of the Burnham and the north Somerset coastal tourism market. Town Centres, as with all areas of the country, are having a tough time. Also people with additional needs struggle to get the support they need and the demographics of the area have seen significant recent changes with recent immigration which causes social cohesion opportunities. There is also a flooding issue from both river and tidal waters, exacerbated by climate change.

This is an exciting constituency in which to campaign and we need a positive and enthusiastic candidate who can inspire our small but growing team to achieve our (and your) potential.

The Local Party is expected to:
1. Finance the deposit
2. Commit to an agreed level of campaigning
3. Provide and support an appropriately-sized campaign team for the election
4. Make available a party-trained and certified agent
5. Complete the nomination papers and obtain the necessary signatures
6. Work with the Candidate to maintain and increase membership of the local party
7. Work with the Candidate to produce appropriate campaign materials
8. Maintain and increase a network of local contacts to maximise distribution of campaign materials and undertake canvassing of the local area

The Candidate is expected to:
1. Show leadership in the constituency as the figurehead of the General Election campaign
2. Maintain membership of the Party at all times, and behave in line with the Candidates’ Code of Conduct
3. Work closely with the Campaign Team within the local Party, including agreement of a Campaign Plan with the local Party Executive to include:-
a. Leading regular canvassing sessions 
b. Assisting in the promotion of the campaign via social and other media
c. Regular engagement with local party members
d. Dealing with casework arising from the campaign
e. Taking an active part in all campaigning and social events
f. Taking an active part in council election campaigns and any other local campaigns organised by the local party
4. Take an active part in all campaigning events including Mayoral and Council election campaigns at both Town and Unitary levels and work with Councillors on local campaigning all year round.


