
Liberal Democrats have consistently called for lower councillor allowances in Lambeth - 
reflecting the financial crisis that the borough faces. 
 
There have been conflicting claims about votes at the council meeting on 1st June 2026 on 
councillors’ Special Responsibility Allowances (SRA). All Lambeth councillors receive a 
basic allowance of £16,359 but only some receive an additional SRA. Here is a 
summary of the key decisions. 
 

1.​ Whose proposals were most expensive? 
Overall the Green proposals were most expensive - at £501,298 annually, and the Liberal 
Democrat proposals were the cheapest, at £367,500 annually. 
 

 
 
 

2.​ What were the key differences between proposals? 
 
The Greens proposed: 

1.​ A higher allowance for the council leader - £46,435 compared to £40,000 
proposed by Labour and Liberal Democrats. 

2.​ Higher allowances for the two deputy council leaders and 7 full time equivalent 
Cabinet Members - £32,603 compared to £25-28,000 proposed by Labour and 
Liberal Democrats. 

3.​ A higher allowance for their Chief Whip. 
4.​ Creation of a second Chief Whip job. 
5.​ Higher allowances for committee chairs - totalling £91,217. 
6.​ Lower allowances for opposition parties. 

 
Labour’s proposal (which was adopted) was largely the opposite of all of these. 
 
The Liberal Democrats proposed lower allowances across the board - saving £133,798 
compared to the Greens, and £72,010 compared to Labour. The key differences were: 

●​ Lower allowances for all Cabinet roles. 
●​ Opposing the additional Chief Whip role added by the Greens. 
●​ No allowance for the vice Chair of the Planning Committee.​

 



 
 



 
 

 



 
Where was there agreement? 
All parties agreed on: 

●​ Allowances for the (largely ceremonial) Mayor and Deputy Mayor. 
●​ No change to the basic allowance that every councillor receives (in addition to the 

SRA that some receive). 
●​ Abolishing the following posts that existed when Labour previously ran the council: 

○​ Four deputy cabinet members. 
○​ Three policy leads. 
○​ One deputy chief whip 

 
As the Liberal Democrats are the smallest party with eight councillors, on 1 June we had to 
decide which of the larger groups’ proposals to support.  As the totals above show, Labour’s 
proposals were closer to ours, and so on this issue we voted for their proposal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


