‘CALL IN’  OF DECISIONS OF THE CABINET

This form is to be used for the ‘calling in’ of decisions of the above bodies, in accordance with the procedure set out in Part 4 Section H.2 of the Constitution.

	TITLE OF MEETING
	Cabinet Member Signing



	DATE OF MEETING
	20th March 2026



	MINUTE No. AND TITLE OF ITEM
	Park hire applications by Live Nation / Festival Republic Ltd to hire Finsbury Park for multi-event weekends



1. Reason for Call-In/Is it claimed to be outside the policy or budget framework?

	
The decision was outside the policy framework.

Reasons for call-in:

1) Insufficient public consultation and coordination with stakeholders
There are serious questions to be answered about the consultation process relating to this decision. The Cabinet report states that “no comments were received from recognised stakeholders of Finsbury Park in response to the event notifications being sent as part of the decision-making process”. 

Given the very high level of public interest in previous decisions relating to these festivals (call-in request; licence review; and Judicial Review), officers should have been expecting a significant response to the consultation on this decision.

Therefore the complete lack of response from any recognised stakeholder should have triggered the council to investigate whether there had been any problems with the communication process.

It appears that no attempt was made to verify whether stakeholders had actually received the relevant communications. When the Ladder Community Safety Partnership (LCSP) got in touch after seeing the agenda published for the cabinet member signing, the council still failed to recognise that this was a wider problem.

Even when officers acknowledged that LCSP had not received the consultation email, the partnership was given mere hours to provide a response. LCSP makes decisions through monthly meetings, so no meaningful response was possible in this time, yet the council decided to proceed with the signing after an adjournment of less than 24 hours.
2) An outdated major events policy 
This deal is based on the major events policy which comes from 2014. The experience of over a decade of major events since then, along with the growing importance of access to public space (especially as more homes are being built without gardens) means that an update is needed. Without an up-to-date policy, any decisions relating to major events may fail to adequately address the needs of the community or the impact of the event on them.
3) Environmental impact
There is a significant environmental impact to holding this sort of event. Local groups have previously expressed concerns about the effect on the plants and wildlife in the park. The failure to consult properly on this decision means that the latest evidence from stakeholders on environmental impact has not been taken into account.
4) Safety concerns
There have been significant safety concerns - both about the promoter in general and about their previous festivals in Finsbury Park. At the Astro World event in Houston, Texas in 2021, which was run by LiveNation, eight people died and many injured due to crush injuries. In 2012 an employee died after falling through a false ceiling on a stage. In 2022, a number of people were nearly crushed at the Finsbury Park event and had to climb barriers to escape. This has been noted by a number of interested parties including Stroud Green ward councillors.
Again, the failure to consult properly on this decision means that the latest evidence from stakeholders has not been taken into account.
5) Public Spaces Act 1906
The council itself has previously conceded that the 1906 Act applies here, but we do not believe that the council has demonstrated that it is reasonable to close a significant section of the park for such a long period.




2. Variation of Action Proposed

	1) Cancel the previous decision
2) Update the major events policy
3) Re-run the consultation, seeking positive confirmation that consultees have received the relevant request and have been given sufficient time to provide meaningful responses
4) Make a fresh decision after the above points have been carried out





Signed:

     Councillor Rossetti	 

Countersigned:

1. Councillor Cawley-Harrison

2. Councillor Emery

3. Councillor da Costa

4. Councillor Barnes

Date Submitted:

26th March 2026

Date Received :
(to be completed by the Democratic Services Manager)

Notes:

1. Please send this form to:	
Ayshe Simsek(on behalf of the Proper Officer)
Acting Democratic Services  and Scrutiny Manager
 5th Floor
River Park House
225 High Road, Wood Green, London N22 8HQ
Tel: 8489 2920
Fax: 020 8881 5218

This form must be received by the  Acting Democratic Services and Scrutiny  Manager by 10.00 a.m. on the fifth working day following publication of the minutes.

2. The proper officer will forward all timely and proper call-in requests to the Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee and notify the decision taker and the relevant Director.

3. A decision will be implemented after the expiry of ten working days following the Chair of Overview and Scrutiny Committee's receipt of a call-in request, unless a meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee takes place during the 10 day period.

4. If a call-in request claims that a decision is contrary to the policy or budget framework, the Proper Officer will forward the call-in requests to the Monitoring Officer and /or Chief Financial Officer for a report to be prepared for the Overview and Scrutiny Committee advising whether the decision does fall outside the policy or budget framework.
