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General Information

Tran ion
Conference Venue Address - 11 Queen Street, Edinburgh, EH2 1)Q

There are many ways to get to our conference, these are the modes of transport we
recommend:

* Tram - St Andrews Square Tram Stop, 5 min walk from the venue.
+ Edinburgh Bus Station - 8 min walk from the venue.
« Train Station - 10 min walk from the venue.

« Parking - there is no on street parking, we recommend parking in the St James’ Quarter
Car Park, 8 min walk from the venue.

Accessibility
There are stairlifts available for full access to the venue as well as reserved seating within
the main conference theatre.

rin

There will be tea, coffee and cakes provided for all delegates. For lunch, there will not be a
cafeteria on the premises, however our conference team will be more than happy to direct
you to cafes/restaurants on the day of Conference.

www.scotlibdems.org.uk/conference
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What's new to this Conference?

Roundtable Policy Discussions

The conference is evolving its approach to include policy ideas from external
organisations and charities.

Branded as our premium event, during the lunch hour you will have the
onortunity to hear first hand from these external organisations and charities
about their ideas on policy as well as posing any questions you would like to
ask them. MPs, MSPs, Councillors and members will be in attendance at this
event. This event will also be catered.

This event is for a limited number of delegates, so will be approached on a first
come first served basis.

Mini Motions

The conference is introducing an exciting new format for policy discussion
known as 'Mini Motions'. This involves members submitting concise policy
ideas of fewer than 150 words for inclusion in a series of brief, thematic
debates.

Designed to be fast-paced and engaging, these debates are anticipated to last
around 15 minutes each. A member can introduce their policy idea, after
which other members can respond through brief speeches or succinct
interventions.

More information on Mini Motions can be found on the next page.

www.scotlibdems.org.uk/conference
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Mini Motions

What are 15 Minute Mini Motions? These are quick, theme-based debates
designed to foster dynamic discussions on a wide range of topics. They offer an
avenue for real-time interventions and an exploration of experimental policy
ideas.

How does it work? Members are invited to submit succinct policy ideas, no
more than 150 words, for inclusion in a series of brief, thematic debates. The
conference committee has chosen 2 subjects: Families, Children and Young
People and Housing.

A Vote to Gauge Sentiment An essential feature of these mini debates is the
indicative vote taken at their close. Although this vote doesn't directly influence
party policy, it provides a valuable insight into the idea's appeal amongst
members.

Why this new approach? We believe this format will encourage spirited
discussions, ensure a wider range of voices are heard, and stimulate innovative
policy suggestions. It's a step in our constant endeavour to democratise policy
debates, making them more accessible and engaging for all members.

Join the Debate! If you're passionate about a policy idea or keen to engage in
these concise yet significant debates, we wholeheartedly invite you to
participate. Let's use this platform to mould our future policies and share views
that could redefine our discourse.

How do | do this? Simply write down your idea for a motion and then submit
your suggestion to hg@scotlibdems.org.uk - The deadline is October 17,
More information and examples can be found on the website under ‘How to
write a motion’.

www.scotlibdems.org.uk/conference
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Morning Agenda - at a glance

Welcome

Motion - Liberal Prosperity in a Sustainable
Nation

Mini Motions - Housing

SPEECH - Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe
& Richard Ratcliffe

Motion - Council Tax and Local Government
Finance

*

LUNCH
Roundtable Policy Discussions

www.scotlibdems.org.uk/conference



S

7/

Afternoon Agenda - at a glance

Q&A with Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe
& Richard Ratcliffe

Motion 3 - Reinforced Autoclaved
Aerated Concrete

LEADER’S SPEECH - Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP

Motion 4 - Policy Committee Report
on the Energy Reference Back

Mini Motions - Children and Young
People

Emergency Motion

www.scotlibdems.org.uk/conference



Motion 1 - Liberal
Prosperity in a
Sustainable Nation

www.scotlibdems.org.uk/conference
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SC1- Motion: Liberal Prosperity in a Sustainable Nation

Mover: Jeremy Purvis
Summator: Jeremy Purvis

1.

Jeremy Purvis (Commission 6. Sally Robertson (Commission
Chair) member)

John Ferry (Commission 7. Bruce Wilson (Commission
member) member)

Nigel Lindsay (Commission 8. Jacquie Bell

member) 9. Fiona Campbell Trevor

Denis Mollison (Commission 10. Neil Casey

member) 11. Thomas Prag

Sally Pattle (Commission

member)

Conference notes:

A.

The publication of the report of the Scottish Liberal Democrat Just Economy
Commission, Liberal Prosperity in a Sustainable Nation.

Its considerations, analysis and recommendations framed within the ambition to
achieve

- Freedom from poverty, bringing new policies for prosperity
- Freedom from climate harm, bringing a sustainable Scotland
- Freedom from restrictive centralism, bringing new connected communities

- Freedom from stifling inequality, bringing new social opportunities

Conference further notes its policyrecommendations, which include:

The creation of a framework of policies which will encourage responsible and
sustainable economic development, ensuring that these bring most benefit to
people on modest incomes rather than to the super-rich.

Within freedom from poverty, measures such as the stimulation of inward
migration backed by a national workforce plan, a feminist investment policy, a
comprehensive Scottish Industrial Strategy and the removal of barriers to
prosperity for disabled people.

Within freedom from climate harm, new measures to accelerate and coordinate
the retrofit of homes and businesses, building Scotland’s capacity to reduce and
process waste, and learning from the windfall tax on the super profits of energy
giants by exploring predictable supplemental charges on unjustified profit from
unearned activity,

Within freedom from restrictive centralism, encouraging communities to apply
for further powers, involving communities in procurement solutions that affect
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them, closer ties with our European neighbours, and boosting public transport
by learning from the best schemes around Europe, empowering customers and
recognising core connectivity for remote and island communities is in the
national strategic interest.

Within freedom from stifling inequality, a radical expansion of early learning and
childcare, shifting tax from income to unearned wealth, and frameworks for the
rollout of emerging technologies such as Al so that they are developed and
deployed ethically, wealth is shared and opportunity is spread.

Conference calls for:

1)

2)

The report to be referred to the Scottish Liberal Democrat Policy Committee and
MSP group so that its findings and recommendations may be taken into
consideration in both the manifesto for the next Scottish Parliament election and
the development of policy in the meantime.

The report to be referred to the Liberal Democrat Federal Policy Committee so
that its findings and recommendations may be taken into consideration in both
the manifesto for the next UK Parliament election and the development of policy
in the meantime.



Motion 2 - Council Tax
and Local Goverance

www.scotlibdems.org.uk/conference
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SC2- Motion: Counciltax and local government finance

Submitted jointly by: Association of Scottish Liberal Democrat Councillors (ASLDC),
Dunfermline & West Fife local party, Edinburgh West local party, Perth & Kinross local
party, West Lothian local party and Highlands Local Party

Conference;

1. condemns the SNP / Green Scottish Government for causing a crisis in local
government through successive cuts to council grants at a time of growing costs and
increasing demand for council services.

2. notes that, rather than funding councils properly and despite an SNP promise to
scrap the council tax when first elected, the Scottish Government is now considering
changes to further embed council tax with a tax increase on bands E-H.

3. notes that, if implemented, over 700,000 households across Scotland would see a
rise in their council tax bills, some by as much as £835 every year.

4. further notes that any increases in money raised from council tax will likely be wiped
out by the central government grant cuts imposed by SNP and Green Ministers,
meaning many people will end up paying more for less.

5. calls on Scottish Liberal Democrat MSPs to

a) oppose the Scottish Government's council tax proposals, and
b) press Scottish Ministers to rule out further cuts to local council grant funding and
begin a process of reversing the cuts imposed over recent years.

6. agrees that the Scottish Policy Committee should build on the party's existing and
long-standing policy of replacing the discredited council tax system by bringing forward
an updated policy motion to a future conference so the next Scottish Parliament
election manifesto includes firm commitments to both properly fund local councils and
deliver a fairer alternative to the council tax.



Motion 3 - Reinforced
Autoclaved Aerated
Concrete

www.scotlibdems.org.uk/conference
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SC3 - Motion: Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete (RAAC)

Submitted by: West Lothian Local Party

Proposer: Cllr Sally Pattle

Summator: TBC

Conference notes:

1) The serious safety issues around Reinforced Autoclaved Aereated concrete.

2) That an NHS Scotland safety action notice warned that roofs, walls and flooring made
of this material are at “risk of catastrophic structural failure” which could occur
“suddenly” and “without warning”.

3) That West Lothian Council has been at the vanguard of tackling issues with
Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete and that until now, West Lothian Council has
self-funded all remedial works.

4) Guidance relating to inspection of public buildings buildings constructed using RAAC
and remedial action issued between 2019 and 2023.

5) West Lothian Council's prompt action to inspect buildings and schedule remedial
action, self-funding this work.

6) The lack of action by the Scottish Government to support Councils in funding this
work since this issue was first identified in 2018.

7) Alex Cole-Hamilton’s call for a National Fund to help Councils and Health Boards
make buildings constructed using RAAC safe.

Conference believes:

1) That rapid remedial action is required to identify and fix buildings constructed with
RAAC so that the public can be confident that their schools, hospitals and other public
facilities are safe.

2) That Councils and Health Boards should not have to fund this work entirely from
their own resources.

Conference calls for the Scottish and Westminster Governments to:

1) Provide sufficient funding to enable public sector remedial works to be carried out by
local authorities and health authorities across Scotland and the wider United Kingdom.

2) Allow local authorities and health boards who have already self-funded remedial
works to apply for financial compensation in retrospect.



Motion 4 - Policy
Committee Report on
the Energy Reference

Back

www.scotlibdems.org.uk/conference
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SC4- Motion: Policy Committee report on the energy reference back

Submitted by: Scottish Policy Committee
Mover: Neil Casey
Summator: Thomas Prag

Conference recalls that motion SC12EnergyDiversification and Resiliencewas
referenced back to the Policy Committee at the 2022 Autumn Conference.

Conference notes and agrees to the proposed policy positions contained in the Policy
Committee Report on the Energy Reference Back.

Conference believes:

2.

4.

Scottish Liberal Democrats have always been supportive of following the
evidence in the bid to decarbonise energy generation in helping us to reach Net
Zero whilst also meeting Scotland’s energy needs, achieving these outcomes
safely at the lowest cost to consumers, taxpayers and our planet. The same
approach should be adopted while considering future generations of nuclear
power in Scotland.

A mix of generating technologies will be essential to meeting our future energy
requirements, providing resilience and predictability particularly at times of peak
demand. This will need to be backed by smarter flexible infrastructure, a
modernised grid and greater storage capabilities.

There should be an evidence-based assessment of energy sources which
considers their potential to contribute to cutting emissions and takes a whole-life
approach to risk, environmental impact and cost, from construction through to
decommissioning and long-term legacy. This objective assessment should apply
to future generations of nuclear power in the same way that it does to other
technologies.

There are currently no small modular reactors (SMRs) in existence for power
generation. The fact that there are dozens of different designs being worked
upon around the world impedes, at this time, a full, fair and comprehensive
assessment of the environmental consequences, cost, production times and
other issues. The assessments of benefit and harm will vary within designs,
regulatory frameworks and local context, with each requiring thorough risk
assessment and public engagement.
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The developers of SMRs, or any other form of nuclear power, would need to
demonstrate beyond any reasonable doubt that their technology is effective,
safe, clean, value for money and has the support of communities.

There is finite resource to incentivise and explore technologies. Any work on
nuclear power must not starve other technologies of the funds they need.

Scotland has made good progress towards decarbonising energy generation and
making the essential transition away from fossil fuels within this sector, thanks in
significant part to the decisions of Liberal Democrats in government who showed
leadership and encouraged innovation. Our party's record shows we are always
the strongest supporters of renewable technologies.

We also recognise the opportunities for Scotland’s world-class universities,
engineering expertise and industrial base to play their part in the research and
development that will be necessary to develop embryonic technologies and
deliver the scientific breakthroughs that will pave the way for the power sources
of the future.



Scottish Liberal Democrats - Standing Orders

A. Inthe event the Scottish Executive determines it is impossible to hold a conference under the
normal rules, and instead summons a special meeting of the conference to be held remotely, or
the Committee otherwise directs that a conference shall be conducted remotely, these Standing
Orders shall apply.

B. Aremote conference shall be conducted in accordance with the Standing Orders that apply to a
conference not conducted remotely (‘the original Standing Orders’), save that:

a) All references in the original Standing Orders to votes, whether by ballot, show of hands or
show of voting cards, shall instead be conducted via an online poll or alternative secure
method of online voting, designated by the Committee. Similarly all references to speakers
cards shall be taken to mean electronic speakers’ cards.

b) Any communications with the Chair must be made via an online channel designated by the
Committee for that purpose and advertised to voting members prior to the commencement
of a debate.

c) Voting (Section 7) — all voting will be carried out electronically by members registered for
conference and eligible to vote, thus removing the requirement for a counted vote.

d) Points of Order and Procedural Motion (Section 8) — will be submitted electronically to the
chair within the timescales laid out in the Standing Orders.

Standing Orders for a Conference
1. The Conference Committee

1.1. The Conference Committee shall be constituted as specified in Section E10 of the Constitution.
The annual election of members by the conference shall be by Single Transferable Vote in a ballot of
all members of the Party registered to attend Conference ('Conference Representatives').

1.2. The Conference Convener shall be the Chair of the Conference Committee. At its first meeting
after a new election under Section E10 of the Constitution, the Conference Committee may elect
one or more Vice-Conveners.

2. The Timetable and Agenda

2.1 The Conference Committee may choose to hold a conference as either a digital or in person
conference. The conference committee will as far as practicable make accommodations for a
‘hybrid’ conference when an ‘in-person’ conference is held.

2.1. The Agenda for a hybrid meeting of Conference shall include time for one or more of the
following items:

Motions;

Emergency motions;

Topical motions;

A business session or sessions; and

any other business deemed appropriate by the Conference Committee. The time to be
allocated to each type of business and the order of business shall be decided by the
Conference Committee.



2.2. The Conference Committee shall, before each meeting of the Conference, prepare a timetable
which includes:

2.2.1. The closing date for the receipt of motions (other than Emergency or Topical motions), which
shall not normally be less than six weeks before the start of the meeting;

2.2.2. The due date for the publication of the Agenda, which shall not normally be less than four
weeks before the start of the meeting;

2.2.3. The closing date for the receipt of Topical Motions, which shall not normally be less than two
working days before the start of the meeting; and

2.2.4. The closing date for receipt of amendments which shall not normally be less than two working
days before the start of the meeting.

2.2.5. The Conference Committee may, in special circumstances, specify dates later than the normal
dates under this Standing Order. It shall report to the Conference its reasons for doing so.

2.3. Submitting organisations shall detail at the time of submission the name and contact details of a
person authorised to agree any redrafting of a motion or amendment and the name of the mover
and summator of the motion or amendment, should it be selected for debate at Conference.

2.4. The Conference Committee shall decide which of the motions duly submitted shall be included
within the Agenda. The proposers of the motions selected for debate shall be informed of the
Conference Committee's decision. The Agenda shall be circulated to Local Parties and other bodies
entitled to submit motions and amendments under the provisions of Section E19 of the Constitution
so that amendments can be tabled to these motions by such bodies. Copies of motions not selected
for inclusion in the Agenda shall be available for inspection.

2.5. The Conference Committee shall meet within one week of the deadline for submission of
amendments to motions on the Agenda and shall decide which amendments should be accepted
and those rejected. The proposers of the amendments selected for debate shall be informed of the
Conference

Committee's decision.

2.6. The Conference Committee shall also meet as soon as practicable after the closing date for the
receipt of topical motions and shall decide which of the topical motions duly submitted shall be
debated, and the proposers of topical motions selected shall be informed of the Conference
Committee's decision. The text of any topical motions selected for debate shall be circulated to
Conference Representatives, Local Parties and bodies authorised to submit motions.

2.7. The Conference Committee shall also prepare an agenda for the business session of each
meeting of Conference. The Committee shall circulate this, with the text of proposed amendments
to the Constitution in accordance with Section L of the Constitution, amendments to Standing
Orders, and other party business motions, with the Agenda as per Section 2.4

2.8. The Party's Principal Committees may submit holding motions, which shall identify the issues to
be dealt with within the motion but which may be amended and expanded upon later. Standing
Orders 2 and 3 shall apply to holding motions as they would apply to ordinary motions, except that:



2.8.1. the final version of the motion shall be submitted not less than two weeks before the start of
the meeting of Conference;

2.8.2. The text of the final version shall be circulated to Conference Representatives, Local Parties
and other bodies authorised to submit motions under the provisions of Section E19 of the
Constitution, who may submit amendments no later than two working days before the start of
the meeting of Conference; and

2.8.3. The Committee shall make available to Conference Representatives the text of the final
version and any amendments chosen for debate, either by their publication in the Conference Daily
Bulletin or by any other means the Committee considers most appropriate

2.9. The Conference Committee may, if the circumstances require, propose to Conference a
variation in the order of business as set out in the Agenda. Such variation shall be put to the vote
and shall take effect if approved by a majority of those voting.

3. Submission of Motions and Amendments

3.1. The Conference Committee may refuse to select a motion for the amendment of the
Constitution or Standing Orders if, in the opinion of the Committee, it is similar in effect to another
motion which has been selected for debate at the same meeting of ConferenceAll other motions in
these categories shall be circulated with the Agenda.

3.2. No amendment shall be selected if, in the opinion of the Conference Committee, it is
insubstantial, outside the legitimate scope of the motion or tantamount to a direct negative of the
motion.

3.3. The movers of any motion or amendment that has not been selected shall be notified as soon as
is practicable and may appeal to the Conference Committee in accordance with directions given by
the Committee. If an appeal is allowed, the motion or amendment shall be treated as an emergency
motion or amendment notwithstanding that it does not comply with Standing Order 5.

3.4. This Standing Order and Standing Order 2 do not apply to procedural motions under Standing
Order 8.

3.5. No Topical Motion may be selected for debate at Conference unless the Conference Committee
is satisfied that the content of the motion is such that it could not have been submitted in time for
the deadline as set out in Section 2.2 for ordinary motions. No Topical Motion can be a holding
motion from a Party Committee.

4. The Agenda - Special Conferences
4.1. Special Conferences shall deal only with the business stated in the notice of requisition, save

that the Conference Committee may allow time for emergency motions and for business which is
formal or, in the opinion of the Committee, uncontentious.



4.2. The Conference Committee shall draw up an Agenda and circulate in line with Section 2.4. If the
Committee deems it necessary the Agenda can be circulated with amendments to be submitted as
Emergency Amendments.

4.3. The provisions of Standing Orders 2 and 3 shall, so far as they are not inconsistent with Standing
Orders 4.1 and 4.2, apply to special meetings of the Conference.

5. Emergency Motions

5.1. An emergency motion or amendment must relate to significant developments which have
occurred since the relevant closing date or so shortly before that date as to make it impracticable to
submit a motion, Topical Motion or amendment in due time. It must be brief and specific.

5.2. An emergency motion or amendment may be submitted by five Conference Representatives or
by any persons or bodies authorised to submit motions under the provisions of Section E9 of the
Constitution.

5.3. The Conference Committee may, for each day of the meeting of Conference, set aside time
convenient for the debate of Emergency Motions. In such an event, proposed Emergency Motions
must be submitted to the Conference Committee, duly signed, by 5pm the day before they are to be
debated. Emergency Amendments to motions already on the Agenda for that meeting of Conference
must be submitted by 5pm the day before the motion is to be debated.

5.4. The Conference Committee may refuse to select an emergency motion or amendment if, in the
opinion of the Committee, it is similar in effect to another motion which has been selected for
debate at the relevant meeting of Conference.

5.5. The Conference Committee will choose the emergency motions or amendments which, in the
opinion of the Committee, are most relevant to the concerns of the Conference and can be debated
within the time available. The Committee shall make available the text of all emergency motions and
amendments chosen for debate either by publication in the Conference Daily Bulletin or any other
means the Committee finds most appropriate.

5.6. Amendments shall not normally be taken to the text of an Emergency Motion. However
Conference Committee may consider amendments duly signed by 5 Conference Representatives or
by any body authorised to submit motions under the provisions of Section E9 of the Constitution.
These amendments must be brief, suitable for debate and of a similar emergency nature. The
deadline for submitting amendments to an Emergency Motion will be listed in the Conference Daily
Bulletin alongside the text of the Emergency Motion. The movers of the Emergency Motion must be
given the opportunity to agree that the text of the amendment be accepted without debate or vote,
and the text must be circulated to voting representatives before the start of the debate.

6. Conduct of Debate
6.1. Length of Speeches

6.1.1. The Conference Committee shall decide the time to be allocated for each debate. The
Conference Committee shall determine the times allocated to speakers in debates.



6.1.2. Movers of motions shall normally be allocated not more than 12 minutes to move and
summate on a motion. Movers of amendments shall normally be allocated not more than 8 minutes
to move and summate on a motion. Movers of emergency and topical motions shall normally be
allocated 5 minutes to move the motion. Speakers from the floor shall normally be allocated 3
minutes but this may be varied at the discretion of the chair of the debate.

6.1.3. The allocation of the time between moving and summating shall be at the discretion of the
mover subject only to notification of the Chair of the debate before the start of the debate. In the
absence of such notification the Chair shall be entitled to limit speeches to three quarters of the
time allocation for moving and one quarter for summation.

6.2. Order of Debate

6.2.1. The Conference Committee shall direct the order of debate. Generally, however, a motion will
be moved and immediately thereafter the amendments will be moved in the order directed by the
Committee. There will then be a general debate. The movers of amendments (or their nominees)
shall have the right to summate in the same order, after which the mover of the motion (or their
nominee) shall have the right to summate.

6.2.2. Votes will be taken on amendments in the order in which they have been moved and finally, a
vote shall be taken on the substantive motion.

6.3. The Conference Committee may direct that parts of any motion or amendment or group of
amendments may be the subject of a separate debate the Conference Committee may also direct
that a debate may comprise of more than one substantive motion. In this case it shall be up to the
discretion of the Chair as to the allotment of speakers, save that the rights of movers of motions or
amendments shall not be infringed.

6.4. The Committee may authorise members of other State or Regional Parties to speak. The
Committee may also, invite any person to address a Conference as a guest.

6.5. On any topical motion, policy motion or emergency motion not moved on behalf of the Policy
Committee, the Policy Committee shall have the right to nominate one of its members to report to
the Conference its views on the motions and/or amendments under debate. Such persons shall be
called to speak at any time up to the conclusion of the debate and before any replies and shall be
entitled to speak for the same length of time as the mover of the motion. The Executive Committee
shall have similar rights on business motions or motions to amend the constitution and the
Conference Committee shall have similar rights in relation to motions to amend Standing Orders or
motions otherwise relating to the proceedings of the Conference.

6.6. Save as provided in Standing Orders, no person may speak more than once in any debate, a
mover of a motion is however entitled to summate the motion..

6.7. All members wishing to speak in any debate, including the movers and summators of motions
and amendments, must submit a speaker's card and indicate whether they wish to speak in favour
or against a motion or amendment. The Chair of the session shall be responsible for providing a
balanced debate between the different viewpoints in the Conference. In circumstances where there
is a preponderance of members wishing to speak on the same side in any debate, the Chair may
announce a departure from this rule.



6.8 The Chair of the debate shall have discretion on all matters relating to the debate and that
decision shall be final, except by a standard where a decision is so unreasonable, that no reasonable
individual would have made the same decision.

7. Voting

7.1. Members eligible to vote and registered for a virtual conference will be issued electronic Voting
cards. At the end of each debate eligible members will be asked to vote by the Chair of the debate.
The time available to vote will be left open at the discretion of the chair. The result of the vote will
be announced by the Chair.

7.2. In the event of a technical issue occurring during the vote, the Chair may ask for the vote to run
a again as many time as necessary to satisfy them the result is certain.

7.3. In the event of a tied vote, the Chair will ask for the vote to be run a second time. If this still
results in a tied vote, the debate will be decided on the casting vote of the Chair of the debate.

8. Points of Order and Procedural Motions

8.1. Any member eligible to vote in the debate may raise a point of order electronically with the
Chair (details of how to do this will be shared with members at the start of the virtual conference). A
point of order shall be taken immediately, except that, during a vote no point of order shall be taken
that does not refer to the vote itself. The decision of the Chair of the session on all points of order
shall be final.

8.2. References Back

8.2.1. A voting member may, at any time before the end of speeches in reply to the debate, submit
electronically a motion to refer back the motion under debate. Such a submission shall state to
whom the motion is to be referred (e.g. Scottish Policy Committee; Scottish Executive) and shall
include a short statement of the reasons.

8.2.2. The Chair may decide either to take the motion to refer back immediately or defer it until the
end of debate. If more than one request for a reference back is received, the Chair shall have the
discretion as to which to take but shall give consideration to the appropriateness of the bodies to
which the motion is being referred, the degree to which the stated reasons for reference back reflect
views expressed in the debate and the order in which the requests were submitted, before
exercising the rights of discretion. No more than one reference back shall be taken to any motion.

8.2.3. The Chair shall, upon taking the motion to refer back, read it and the statement of reasons and
ask conference whether it wishes to debate the motion. If the conference decides not to debate the
reference back, the reference back automatically falls. If the conference decides, by a majority of
those voting to debate the reference back the mover of that motion may speak and the mover of the
substantive motion or their nominee may reply. The Chair shall have discretion whether to allow
other speakers on the motion.

8.2.4. The reference back shall require a simple majority of those voting to be passed. If the
substantive motion is referred to the Executive, Policy Committee or Conference Committee that
body shall report to the next meeting of conference stating the action it has taken on the reference
back.



8.3. Suspension of Standing Orders

8.3.1. A voting member may, during any session of a conference, move for the suspension of
Standing Orders. The mover shall submit the motion together with a written statement of its
purpose, not exceeding 100 words, to the Chair who shall read them to the Conference.

8.3.2. No motion to suspend Standing Orders may suspend any requirement of the Constitution, nor
Standing Orders 2 and 3.

8.3.3. No motion to suspend Standing Orders to introduce a motion or amendment onto the Agenda
can be taken unless the motion or amendment has been submitted to the Conference Committee in
accordance with the published timetable and any right of appeal has been exercised.

8.3.4. The Chair shall read the statement of purpose and if the suspension is allowable, ask
Conference whether it wishes to debate the request to suspend Standing Orders. If the Conference
decides not to debate the request, it falls. If the Conference decides to hear the request the mover
may speak and a representative of the Conference may reply. The Chair has the discretion to call
other speakers and all speeches will be limited to two minutes.

8.3.5. A motion to suspend Standing Orders shall only be carried if supported by at least two thirds
of voting members taking part in the vote. If the procedural motion is carried all Standing Orders
shall remain in force except only for the purposes set out in the motion.

8.4. Separate Votes

8.4.1. A Separate Vote shall be taken on a part of a motion or amendment.

8.4.2. At the direction of the Conference Committee; or

8.4.3. At the discretion of the Chair, when requested to do so by a voting representative. Any voting
representative may submit a request for a separate vote to the Chair of a debate. Such a request
must be in writing and received before the commencement of the speeches in reply to the debate.
The Chair has complete discretion in such a case on whether to take a separate vote.

8.5. These Standing Orders may be amended by a two-thirds majority of Conference Representatives

present and voting on a motion duly submitted under the terms of Standing Order 3. Subject to any
amendment they shall remain in force from Conference to Conference.
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